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AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 042585 

FOR AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, LE 

SUBJECT: SITUATION IN LEBANON 
REFS: (A) BEIRUT 812, (B) BEIRUT 885 

1 . YOU AND YOUR STAFF HAVE BEEN TAKING JUST THE RIGHT LINE 
IN YOUR CONVERSATIONS WITH KEY CHRISTIAN LEADERS. YOU 
SHOULD CONTINUE TO IMPRESS UPON THEM THAT WE EXPECT 
RESTRAINT AND SELF-DISCIPLINE ON ALL SIDES AND ARE NOT 
SYMPATHETIC TO ACTIONS BY INDIVIDUALS OR FACTIONS WHICH 
EXACERBATE THE SITUATION BY ACCIDENT OR DESIGN. NEED FOR 
ALL CONCERNED TO RECOGNIZE ANXIETIES AND PRESSURES ACTING 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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PAGE 02 STATE 042585 

ON OTHER PARTIES, INCLUDING SYRIANS WHO ARE AFTER ALL STILT. 

IN LEBANON AT THE REQUEST OF THE DULY CONSTITUTED LEBANESE 
GOVERNMENT, IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT. AT YOUR DISCRETION, 

YOU MAY WANT TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT BASHIR UNDERSTANDS 
COMPLETELY THIS ASPECT OF USG POSITION, ADDING, IF 
YOU FEEL IT HELPING IN REINFORCING YOUR REMARKS, THAT YOU 
HAVE INSTRUCTIONS FROM WASHINGTON ON THIS POINT. 
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2. OUR LATEST TELECON WITH MURPHY REINFORCES OUR VIEW THAT 
SYRIAN LEADERSHIP WISHES TO AVOID A BLOODBATH OR A MAJOR 
DETERIORATION OF THE SITUATION AND BASICALLY WANTS AN 
ORDERLY SITUATION. OUR VIEW TODAY IS THAT A MAJOR 

CONFRONTATION COULD OCCUR AT ANY TIME, BUT THAT WE DOUBT 
IT WOULD BE AT SYRIAN DESIGN. IT WOULD BE ACCIDENTAL OR 
AS A RESULT OF PROVOCATIONS BY TROUBLE-MAKERS. VANCE 
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